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PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

National Molecular Microbiology Diagnostic Users Group Annual Fall Meeting (NMG)

Hollywood Theatre
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto ON

Monday October 22, 2012
8:00-9:00 am 
Breakfast in the Rotunda. 
Sponsored by Luminex Diagnostics 
8:00-9:00 am


Registration
9:00-9:10 am


Welcome 




Dr. Astrid Petrich, NMG Meeting Chair

9:10-9:40 am
Workshop sponsored by Phoenix AirMid Biomedical Corporation 
Title:   A New Multiplex Real-time PCR Assay for Detection of Intestinal Parasites
Speaker: 
Dr. Andreas Simons


Project Manager Infectious Diseases



r-biopharm, Germany
Objectives:





1.  Discuss methods for detection of intestinal parasites
                                                2.  Discuss molecular diagnostics for intestinal parasites 
3.  Discuss the intestinal parasites: Giardia lamblia, Cryptosporidium parvum, E. histolytica, D. fragilis
9:40-10:40 am
Workshop sponsored by Integrated DNA Technologies




Title:  Designing Quantitative PCR Assays for Diagnostic Use




Speaker:
Adam Clore, PhD

Scientific Applications Specialist
Integrated DNA Technologies 




Objectives:

1.  Designing Robust Q-PCR Assays: how to avoid some of the common design problems in Q-PCR design, SNP detection, and multiplex reactions. 

2.  The use of target enrichment techniques to aid in the use of Next Generation Sequencing as a diagnostic tool. 

3.  Steps researchers can take to mitigate contamination and crosstalk when using Next Gen sequencing for multiplex and deep sequencing reactions. 

10:40-11:00 am
Coffee Break in the Rotunda.   
Sponsored by Cedarlane Laboratories
10:40-11:00 am


Exhibits in the Rotunda
Abbott Molecular

Alere Canada
Bio Nuclear Diagnostics Inc.

Cedarlane Laboratories
D-Mark Biosciences

Eppendorf Canada Ltd.

Hologic
Integrated DNA Technologies

Inter Medico

Luminex Corporation
Phoenix AirMid Biomedical Corporation

Promega Corporation

Qiagen

Somagen Diagnostics Inc

Zeptometrix Corporation

.

11:00-12:00 pm

Workshop sponsored by Abbott Molecular
Title:  HCV Patient Management: Translating Molecular Diagnostics into Clinical Care




Speaker:
Danijela Lucic, Ph.D. 

Scientific Affairs Manager
Abbott Molecular





Objectives: 





1.  To understand current HCV treatment guidelines 

2.  To learn about current molecular diagnostic assays used in HCV treatment

12:00-1:00 pm
Lunch in the Atrium Cafeteria.  
Sponsored by Altona Diagnostics Canada 
1:00-2:00 pm 


Workshop sponsored by Promega Corporation
Title: Maxwell 16 MDx Instrument: Streamlining Nucleic Acid Extraction.




Speaker:
Karam Takhar
Field Application Specialist for  Western Canada
Objectives:

1.  Discuss stream-lining nucleic acid extraction 
2.  Introduce the Maxwell(r) 16 MDx and extraction kits (SEV and LEV)
3.  Present available data on extraction with the Maxwell(r) 16
2:00-3:00 pm
Workshop sponsored by Qiagen

Title:  The LEAN Transformation of the Molecular Diagnostics Laboratory
Speaker:
Joseph M. Campos, Ph.D., D(ABMM), F(AAM)
Children's National Medical Center, Washington,DC





Objectives:
1.  The LEAN-based reorganization of laboratories has eliminated a great deal of wasted time and effort
2.  Automation can eliminate errors, enhance quality, reduce test result turnaround times, and improve patient outcomes
3:00-3:30 pm
Coffee Break in the Exhibit Room. 
3:00-3:30 pm 


Exhibits

3:30-4:00 pm 
Workshop sponsored by Bio Nuclear Diagnostics Inc.

Title:  Evaluation of Molecular Diagnostics for the Detection of Influenza and RSV
Speaker:
Tony Mazzulli, MD, FRCP, FACP



Mount Sinai Hospital, Toronto ON
Objectives:  
1.  Present recent comparative data for 3 molecular assays for the detection of Influenza and RSV
2.  Review the potential advantages and disadvantages of these assays in the clinical lab
4:00-5:00 pm
Workshop sponsored by Alere Canada


Title: Multiplex Molecular Diagnostics – Applications for Shifting the Diagnostics Paradigm




Speaker:  
David L. Dolinger, PhD

 





Executive Vice President, Seegene

Objectives:

1. Introduce Seegene’s TOCE technology and how it enables 4 multiple target detection per channel 

2. Illustrate TOCE’s quantitative capabilities for simultaneous multiple target detection 
3. Present new a full solution that integrates nucleic acid extraction with master mix preparation and data analysis
Hollywood Theatre
The Hospital for Sick Children, Toronto ON

Tuesday October 23, 2012
8:00-9:00 am
  

Breakfast in the Rotunda 
8:00-9:00 am


Exhibits in the Rotunda

Quality Control and On-going Quality Assurance Session
9:00-10:00 am
An Online Tool for Standardizing Verification, Validation, Monitoring and Improving Quality Control in Molecular Assays
Speaker: 
Dr. John Kim

PHAC, Ottawa, ON




Objectives:  

This talk attempts to address two phases in quantitative molecular testing :
Phase 1. Standardizing verification and validation procedures in both the intra- and inter-laboratory setting for those performing molecular quantitation assays using a single common generic software tool.

Phase 2. Initiate discussion on how this tool could then be used to monitor labs at a national level using a common external QC reagent.
10:00-11:00 am
Current State of Quality Control for Diagnostic Molecular Microbiology Assays - the U.S. Perspective
Speaker:
Dr. Joseph Yao



Laboratory Director




Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota


Objectives:

1.  Understand the importance and benefits of routine quality control for diagnostic molecular assays;

2.  Learn the current American College of Pathologists (CAP) laboratory accreditation requirements for quality control of diagnostic molecular microbiology assays.

11:00-11:30 am  

Coffee Break in the Rotunda 
11:00-11:30 am


Exhibits in the Rotunda
11:30-12:15 pm
Update on Proficiency Testing Activity for NMG 2012 in collaboration with the National Microbiology Laboratory
Speakers:
Kathryn Bernard, PhD

National Microbiology Laboratory 
Astrid Petrich, PhD

The Hospital for Sick Children

Objectives:

1.  Update the group on the results of a 16S PCR and sequencing identification challenge.

2.  Update the group on a planned Bordetella pertussis PCR proficiency challenge.
12:15-1:30 pm
  

Lunch in the Atrium Cafeteria.




Sponsored by Zeptometrix Corporation
12:30-1:30 pm


NMG AGM (All participants are invited to attend)




Hollywood Theatre

1:30-3:00 pm
  

Trouble-shooting Vignettes
Chair:
Linda Chui, PhD

Objective:

Provide an opportunity to present and discuss trouble-shooting cases in molecular microbiology.

3:00 pm
  

Official Close of Meeting
The NMG gratefully acknowledges the assistance of our partners in Industry.  We could not have this meeting without their generous support of our meeting.
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